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Pacific and replaced by a force of fast cruisers under the
command of the Admiral at Hong-Kong. Not only is
Japan our ally, but the United States are our very good
friends. Russia is practically extinct as a naval Power, and
other European nations have only a very few warships in
the Far East, Consequently the Admiralty holds that our
interests in the Pacific are now adequately protected against
all likely dangers by a comparatively modest force. In
Australia, as in this country and on the Continent of
Europe, the military and naval " experts " write to the press
as if the maintenance of large military and naval forces was
the chief end of nations. Some of them in the journal
Call) which is the organ of the Australian National Defence
League, say that the idea of leaning on America as well
as on Britain is disgraceful and dangerous, and implore
Australia to provide for its own defence by the construction
of a local squadron independent of the Imperial Navy. To
be of any use at all, Australia would have to maintain a
navy equal to Japan's, and Canada a navy equal to the
United States*, which would involve a very large expenditure,
and which would soon require to be repeated, as the fleets
would not be of service for many years to come, It is
evident that, unless a firm and wise statesmanship guides* the
policies of the nations of the Pacific area, the future is black
indeed, and threatens all the evils of the militarism of Europe,
If China follows the example of the others, with her immense
population and resources, her army and navy may be made
as large as those of all the other nations of the world put
together, and, led by the experience and intelligence of
Japan, the possibilities of the future are beyond imagination.
If, on the other side of the Pacific, the United States of
America, Canada, and the countries of South America feel
themselves compelled to arm against possible dangers from
the East, even the resources of those countries may be taxed
by the burden which will be laid upon them.